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Immigration in Europe
There has been a warning about the increasing rate of the migrants from Africa to Europe. Information given by the senior European official indicate that Africans are likely to flood in Europe if an appropriate action is not taken. According to Henry and Nick (2017), more millions of Africans are expected in Europe a number that is predicted to cause a crisis in Europe. For that reason, the senior European official is advocating for an appropriate action to be taken and the migration of Africans to Europe not to be underestimated.
The migration rate of Africans at a high rate is evident as shown by the president of the European Parliament, Antonio Tajani (Henry and Nick, 2017). He proved that almost 3000 migrants from Africa are spending their nights in a camp near the City Centre. The migrant's rate also does not seem to reduce since they keep on increasing thus forcing them to make shifts in the city Centre camp. Hence the president of the European Union was forced to evacuate all the migrants marking this as the 34th evacuation in a period of 2 years.
According to Henry and Nick (2017), Tajani described the migration as an exodus if urgent actions were not taken. He put out clear this statement during his interview with the II Messagero newspaper and said that the migration rate of the Africans to Europe have to be controlled as early as possible. Failure to that it would be impossible to stop the Africans from migrating from Africa to Europe in future.
There exist various factors that are forcing people to leave their countries in Africa. The two countries that are most affected by high immigration rate are Somalia and Sudan. Some of the factors pushing Africans from the two states to leave their countries include famine, war, desertification, climate change and population growth (Henry and Nick, 2017). Hence, it means that if the above factors are not dealt with, the rate of migrants from Sudan and Somalia will continue to increase.
According to Henry and Nick (2017), enormous risks at home is another reason why people risk crossing the Mediterranean. It is better to risk rather than staying back at home having no hope to live at all. The enormous risks at home are worse than crossing the Mediterranean. For that reason, the president of the European Parliament put it clear that millions of people will be flooding in our doorsteps if the appropriate actions are not taken. With such a warning it indicates that the rate of migrants is very high and need to be given the attention it deserves.
The president of the European Parliament continued to say that people should not focus on controlling thousands of people, but they should come up with strategies to control millions who will come into the continent in the future (Henry and Nick, 2017). One of the major solutions to heal the situation is by initiating massive investment in Africa a step that will make the Africans be convinced of having no need to migrate to Europe. Tajani had so much vigor in saying this an aspect that revealed that his strategy could help to solve the issue of migrants if implemented in the right way.
Information given by Mr. Tojan was based on the pledge of the EU interior ministers planning to accommodate around 85,000 of the 100,000 migrants who had arrived in Italy. From this information, Tajani was able to get a sober forecast of the actual picture of the migrants in the next 5 years. Mr. Tajani was particularly referring to the North Africa where there seems to have political instability hence many people were running out of the region. According to Henry and Nick (2017), despite the efforts that EU attempted to convince both Spain and France to close the ports and the NGO boats that carried the migrants from North Africa, France and Spain continued to welcome the migrants. Due to the disagreements between the European Union, Spain and France, more migrants from North Africa are still getting into the countries.
One of the regions that have indeed felt the effect of the migrant’s influx is Paris. This effect was felt when the migrants were dismantled from a makeshift camp which had housed almost 300,000 people. The migrants were transported by buses to temporary accommodation in various parts of the French capital. The number of migrants had swollen forcing the notorious Calais jungle to be closed in October (Henry and Nick, 2017). The migrants by that time were living in the Porte de la Chapelle area which was one of the aid centers in the region. The aid Centre was initially established to accommodate around 400 people, but it became swamped by housing 200 newcomers weekly. Such an increase per week lead to a rise in the number of hygiene concerns and also security that raised a lot of tension with the locals.
Having such an increase of migrants in the Chapelle area has forced the government of president Emmanuel macron’s to come up with new measures that would help to solve the migrant's crisis once and for all. However, Anne Hidalgo a mayor, on the other hand, jumped the gun and issued her own proposals. According to Henry and Nick (2017), some of the proposals brought forth by Anne Hidalgo include investing more on civic and language lessons, the welcome centers to be increased from 50,000 to 75,000 by the year 2022 and avoiding bottlenecks through organizing spread of migrants in all parts of the country.
Information collected also reveals that most of the migrants in Italy originate from Libya thus proving that they are sub-Saharan Africans. Tension and caution have been raised by the number of individuals who die while they are crossing the Mediterranean. The United Nations have indicated that over more than 2,200 people lose their lives during the Mediterranean journey (Henry and Nick, 2017). The rate at which the migrants from Libya are landing in Italy has raised concern from the neighboring Austria. The neighbouring Austria has been forced to deploy armored vehicles in its border with Italy to keep off the migrants from crossing to the north.
According to Henry and Nick (2017), the European Union has also raised its concern in supporting the attempt to control the number of migrants from sub-Saharan Africa. For that reason, it has promised to offer a maximum of £35 million as a way to strengthen the Libyan coastguard. However, such efforts have faced a lot of rejection and criticism from various NGOs claiming that such efforts tend to abuse and collude with the rights of the people traffickers. In addition, the various efforts have been regarded as deeply problematic since the times of the Libyan mummer Gaddafi who was a dictator. The funding was also claimed to be unconditional since it aimed at teetering the lawlessness of the Libyan people who were rescued by the Nato-led operation that took place in 2011.
Despite all the disagreements on the issue of migrants from sub-Saharan Africa, the foreign minister of Italy tends to appraise the action of controlling the number of migrants. During the conference held in Rome, the Italy foreign minister stated that it is very important to strengthen the southern Libyan borders as a way to reduce the number of migrants from that region (Henry and Nick, 2017). Angelino Alfano also said that such efforts were very crucial in reducing the travel agency which was one of the biggest criminal travel in the history.
The two immigrants groups living outside Europe are sub-Saharan Africa and North Africa who are heading to France and Spain. The immigrants are coming from Libya, Sudan and Somalia. Specifically, the migrants are landing in Italy. There are various reasons why the immigrants are settling in Italy. One of the reasons is population growth. According to Henry and Nick (2017), most of the countries in the sub-Saharan and North Africa have experienced uncontrollable population growth that leads to high unemployment. This forces people to live in poor standards and hence when they get an opportunity to leave their country, they do this without any hesitation. Most of them have risked their lives when crossing the Mediterranean hoping to get favourable life in Italy.
The second reason why the immigrants are settling in Italy is due to the climate change in their home countries (Henry and Nick, 2017). Countries such as Somalia and Libya it takes years before the people of the two countries to experience rainfall. Lack of rain in the two countries makes the inhabitants rely highly on oil a resource that is not available to all. Therefore, if the residents of Somalia and Libya get an opportunity to flee from their countries they don’t take it for granted and do whatever they can to leave the horrible and devastating situations. The united nations have clarified climate change as one of the leading factors that lead to high migration rates from sub-Saharan and North Africa to European countries.
According to Henry and Nick (2017), desertification is another reason why the immigrants are leaving their home countries and settling in Italy. Desertification has become one of the main factors that lead to high migration rates since the places become inhabitable for human survival. For instance, water which is an essential resource for human survival becomes almost impossible to get and hence such a situation forces the people to leave their home countries in Africa and seek refuge in Europe. Research that has been conducted and is evident from the article indicates that large numbers of Africans risk their lives in crossing the Mediterranean in search of good life.
Wars has been one of the main reason as to why Africans from sub-Saharan and North Africa migrate to Europe using the Mediterranean. For over more than a decade, the two regions in Africa have been faced with political instability an aspect that has resulted to loose of many lives. People in Libya specifically were being subjected to dictatorship an aspect that resulted in rebellion leading to loss of lives (Henry and Nick, 2017). For that reason, the Africans from such countries tend to prefer to risk their lives in the Mediterranean in search of safer living conditions. The president of the European Parliament has put it clear that the number of immigrants is likely to increase in the future if the appropriate actions are not taken.
Famine in Sudan and Somali is also another reason why immigrants prefer to settle in Italy (Henry and Nick, 2017). According to the information given by the world health organization, starvation in the sub-Saharan and North Africa has been on the rise for the past 10 years. No matter the efforts that have been taken by the concerned countries, this problem still has taken deep roots and is not likely to end unless there is international intervention. Hence, people from Sudan and Somalia record high migration rates from their home countries to Italy where food is not an issue because it is in plenty. Famine has been proved to be one of the main reasons why people leave their home countries in search of food for their families and end up risking their lives in search of the same.
I don’t think the immigrants are culturally integrated into the host counties. For example, in France, the immigrants tend to raise a lot of hygiene and security concerns which raises a lot of tension with the locals (Henry and Nick, 2017). This is a clear indication that the immigrants are not accepted in the countries and their cultures are not appreciated at all. Having the need to put up new measures to solve the migrant crisis is a clear picture of the difficulties faced by the immigrants since they are not culturally integrated into the host countries. In addition, the EU ministers planning an action plan to fund up to £35 million to strengthen the Libyan coastguard shows that once the immigrants arrive in the host countries, they are not welcomed and their culture is not appreciated. Thus, funding the operation to keep off the immigrants proves that the immigrants are not culturally integrated into the host countries. A conference held by the Italy foreign Minister also shows that there exist some constraints in how the immigrants interact with the residents of Italy when she proposes that there is need to bolster the southern Libyan border to curb the criminal travel agency.
Being undocumented immigrant searching for a way to support my family, I would choose Europe as a possible destination. In terms of social conditions, the Europeans have large welfare states compared to the United States. Secondly, most of the European countries such as France spend almost double of the United States national income on social programs. Men and women in Europe regardless of the skin color interact freely in social welfare programs unlike in the United States where there is some significant discrimination of the immigrants (Stern & Axinn, 2017).
Europe is more endowed with economic opportunities than the United States. For instance, the Europeans countries spend almost five times on unemployment insurance than that spent by the United States to various labor market programs. Furthermore, Europe spends more on protecting the workers against any form of market exploitation thus safeguarding their business interests, unlike the United States (Kraal & Vertovec, 2017). The labor market regulations are favorable and usually consists of maternity and sick leaves, short working hours and prohibit the act of irresponsible firing of workers. The European workers are mandated for 25 days free work days while those in the United States are not guaranteed of the same.
The political status of the immigrants in Europe is less favorable since the Muslim immigrants have less hope on political institutions in the region. In the United States, all citizens are brought together by the general elections and hence every individual living in the country has a right to vote for their leaders (Stern & Axinn, 2017). This brings the need for Europe to learn from the United States and create the best political status of the immigrants as soon as possible.
Although there exist some differences in the social conditions of the immigrants in Europe and the United States, the two regions also have something in common. The immigration system is one thing in common that is shared in between the United States and Europe (Kraal & Vertovec, 2017). This system helps to create the best social conditions for the immigrants as best as possible. There exist well-laid principles that guild how the immigrants are supposed to be treated, received and housed in the countries and which conditions are they supposed to live in all appraising at their dignity as normal human beings.
In both Europe and the United States, there exist labor market regulations that create economic opportunities for Africans immigrants. On the other hand, this tends to regulate the number of opportunities created for the immigrants and those for the citizens. According to Kraal & Vertovec (2017), to some extent, the regulations in the labor market have been able to curb the inequality in the employment sector thus appreciating the existence of the immigrants and their contribution to the economy.
Generally, the political status of the immigrants in the United States and Europe is appreciated and recognized by the law. Despite a few restrictions on the immigrants, it can be concluded that the immigrants enjoy sufficient political freedom in the regions. According to Kraal & Vertovec (2017), the immigrants are allowed to compete in almost all the political positions although not all. Such efforts are essential as they contribute towards the cohesion of both the immigrants and the inhabitants of the United States and Europe.
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